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INTRGDUCTION

Finvite you to furn in your copy of the Scriptures to 1 Peter chapter 2 as we continue our
‘Glow’ series, Likely in Rome around 62-64 A.D., the Apostie Peter writes this inspired letter
to the believers in five different cities in the Roman Empire who were experiencing
increasing difficulty and persecufion under the treacherous Roman ruler named Nero.

Peter has been encouraging these believers toward a confident faith in Christ and
exhorting them toward godly living in some incredibly harsh circumstances. The basis of
their confidence was to be their faith in the finished work of salvation provided through
Jesus Christ on the cross. Their pursuit of holiness in their lives individually and collectively
would not only build their confidence that God was actively at work in their lives, but would
serve as a dynamic display and witness to the Gospel message that had transformed them.

As chapter one ends, Peter reminds them that God's Word, including the message of the
Gospel that was preached to them, will stand forever. Chapter 2, beginning with ‘Therefore’,
or ‘hecause of all of this', he challenges them fo put aside the aifitudes and behaviors that
marked their lives before Christ, and rather to confinue to pursue the refreshing nourishment
of God's Word because, through it, they had tasted and experienced God’s goodness and
grace. Let's continue by reading God’s Word together...starting with 1 Peter 2:4,

TEXT

4 And coming to Him as to a fiving stone, rejected by men, but is choice and precious in the
sight of God, 5 you also, as fiving stones, are being builf up as a spiritual house for a holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For
this is contained in Scripture: [Isaiah 28; HE “BEHOLD, | LAY IN ZION A CHOICE STONE, A
PRECIOUS CORNER stone, AND HE WHO mm:m,\mm IN HiM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.” 7 This
precious value, then, is for you who believe; but for those who disbelieve, [Psalm 118:22]
“THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE VERY CORNER stone,” 8 m:a
[Isaiah 8:14] "A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE”; for they stumble because
they are disobediant to the word, and to this doom they were m_mo appointed. 9 But you are
A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God’s OWN
POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies ‘of Him who has called you out of
darkness into His marvelous light; 10 for you ance were NOT A PEOPLE, but now you are THE
PECPLE OF GOD; you had NOT RECEIVED MERCY, but now you have RECEIVED MERCY.

in the middle of this exhortation for righteous living and witness, which will resume in
verse 11, Peter draws three pictures of our reality, (our stafus), that result from our
relationship with God through faith in Jesus Christ. If you will open your heart today to hear
God speak to you, | befieve He will encourage your soul and overwhelm you with His
goodness...no matter where you are on your journey or how difficult your circumstance.

And if you are here today without a personal relationship with Christ, | pray He will open
your heart to what you are missing and you will today place your faith and trust in Him.
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